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Foreword

I like this book because . . .

It fits human beings who are creatures beset by questions shaking and mak-
ing the foundations, such as:

“What is the meaning of life, if there is one?”

“What is a human person, if not a special kind of machine?”

“What is my worth?”

“What is of real value?”

(€4 - h . ?))
‘Are we alone in the universe:

“Are aliens inevitably hostile?”

“What is there to give thanks for, and to whom?”

I like this book because . . .

It recalls how Jesus engaged with individuals and groups in particular situa-
tions of need and decision by asking them questions—sometimes articulat-
ing as yet unfocused questions they were already wrestling with, sometimes
opening up their imaginations to new questions which stretch horizons.

Vil




I like this book because . . .

It is written in the faith that, because Jesus is alive with the Father. he
.  he co
to all of us who live later so that, as we read the stories of Jesus in his lifmeS
. e
earth, we hear the present Jesus himself asking these questions of ys on

I like this book because . . .

The questions Jesus asks are never hostile interrogation intended to destroy
us, but rather friendly probing diagnosis, helpful clarification in confusion,
encouraging calls for decision and action, open invitation to come into the
feasting of the Kingdom of God. The questions spell out the upward call of
Jesus Christ so that we are enabled to press on.

I like this book because . . .

I could confidently recommend it to the church house group where I share

with friends in thinking, praying, and caring together about faith in life.
The chapters are of manageable length, the writing is accessible, not trivial
or dumbed down, but also not abstruse or technically obscure. And there
are good suggestions for further reflection. A question asked by Jesus and
its meaning for life is the nucleus of each chapter, which is enhanced by
links with other material, derived, for example, from Alan’s climbing in
Latin America and Elizabeth’s study of Margaret Avison's poetry.

[ like this book, although . . .

It makj:s me foundationally uncomfortable, like the man who cried out {0
Lf;sus, Lorq, [ believe: help my unbelief” It doesn’t leave me with myself,
one. It points, again and again, to Jesus, the author and finisher of faith.

It says, “ : : :
/32 Bun with patience, not giving up; climb with hope, even when the
summit is in clouds”

I'hope you, too, will like this book.
Haddon Willmer

Professor Emeritus of Theology

University of Leeds
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